
Boating Around Killer W
hales

 South Coast of BC . 2019 

Boaters need to be aw
are w

hen boaƟ ng around 
killer w

hales. Alw
ays slow

 dow
n w

hen killer 
w

hales are near, if safe to do so.

Rules that apply year-round:
Keep 200 m

etres aw
ay from

 all killer w
hale 

populaƟ ons in B.C. and the Pacifi c Ocean.

Rules from
 June 1 until October 31 in critical habitat:

Keep 400 m
etres aw

ay w
hen you see any 

killer w
hales. 

No fi shing or boaƟ ng around certain secƟ ons 
of Sw

iŌ sure Bank, off  the east coast of Saturna 
Island and south-w

est of North Pender Island. 

AddiƟ onal w
ays you can help:

Go Slow
! Reduce your speed to less than ϳ knots 

and avoid fi shing w
hen you’re w

ithin 1,000 
m

etres of a killer w
hale. Areas to be aw

are of 
include Gulf Islands, the Strait of Juan de Fuca 
and the M

outh of the Fraser River.
Reduce noise from

 boats by turning off  your 
echo sounders w

hen not in use, and engines 
to neutral idle w

hen w
ithin ϰ00 m

etres of a 
killer w

hale. 

Please help protect Southern Resident Killer 
W

hales! They live in the southern coast of BriƟ sh 
Colum

bia and are endangered. 

Check out som
e addiƟ onal resources:

O
ceans ProtecƟ on Plan

hƩ p://w
w

w
.canada.ca/protecƟ ng-our-coasts

ProƚecƟ ng Canadas͛ Endangered W
hales

hƩ ps://w
w

w
.tc.gc.ca/en/cam

paigns/w
orking-

together/protecƟ ng-endangered-w
hales.htm

l

Transport Canada’s Interim
 O

rder
(detailed inform

aƟ on)
hƩ p://w

w
w

.tc.gc.ca/eng/m
ediaroom

/
interim

-order-protecƟ on-killer-w
hales-

w
aters-southern-briƟ sh-colum

bia.htm
l

Transport Canada’s Interim
 O

rder
(Q

uesƟ ons and Answ
ers, and m

aps)
hƩ ps://w

w
w

.tc.gc.ca/eng/m
ediaroom

/
frequently-asked-quesƟ ons-io-protecƟ on-
killer-w

hales-w
aters-souther-briƟ sh-

colum
bia.htm

l

Vancouver Fraser Port Authority’s ECHO
 

Program
hƩ p://w

w
w

.portvancouver.com
/echo

Fisheries and O
ceans Canada

hƩ p://dfo-m
po.gc.ca/cam

paign-cam
pagne/

protecƟ ngw
hales-protegerbaleines/index-

eng.htm
l

Be W
hale W

ise
Bew

halew
ise.org

Report violators to 
Fisheries and O

ceans Canada: 
1-ϴ00-465-4336

If you have any quesƟ ons about 
the Interim

 O
rder, please contact 

Transport Canada at: 
TC.SRKW

-ERS.TC@
tc.gc.ca

If you have any quesƟ ons about 
fi shery closures or boaƟ ng around 
w

hales, please contact Fisheries and 
O

ceans Canada at: 
DFO

.SRKW
-ERS.M

PO
@

dfo-m
po.gc.ca

Reduce your speed to less than 7 
knots and avoid fi shing w

hen you’re 
w

ithin 1,000 m
etres of a killer w

hale. 

N
o fi shing or boaƟ ng around Sw

iŌ sure 
Bank, east coast of Saturna Island and 

south-w
est of N

orth Pender Island. 
It’s the law

!

W
hen you see any killer w

hales. 
It’s the law

!

(around ϰ footballs fi elds)

AVO
ID W

HALE SAN
CTUARY

KEEP 400 M
ETRES AW

AY

REDUCE SPEED
 &

 AVO
ID FISHIN

G
ϳ

turn over for detailed m
ap

Turn off  echo sounders w
hen not in use, 

and engines to neutral idle w
hen w

ithin 
approach distance of a killer w

hale.

REDUCE VESSEL N
O

ISE



Visit: hƩ p://w
w

w
.pac.dfo-m

po.gc.ca/fm
-gp/

m
aps-cartes/srkw

-ers/index-eng.htm
l

or use Q
R Code to view

 detailed m
aps online

In all Yellow
 and O

range Areas (criƟ cal habitat), vessels:
• 

M
ust keep ϰ00 m

 aw
ay except for vessels in transit. Som

e w
hale 

w
atching operators can view

 non-Southern Resident Killer 
W

hales up to Ϯ00 m
 if they m

eet specifi c condiƟ ons
• 

Should turn off echo sounders w
hen not in use

• 
Should turn engine to neutral idle w

hen w
ithin ϰ00 m

 of a w
hale 

In all O
range Areas, vessels:

• 
Should avoid fi shing w

ithin 
1000 m

 of killer w
hales 

• 
Should go slow

  (ϳ knots 
or less) w

ithin 1000 m
 of 

killer w
hales

In all Red Areas, vessels:
• 

M
ust avoid Interim

 Sanctuary Zone 
(Accessing a residence or business on N. Pender or 
Saturna Island; and vessel/person fi shing for FSC or 
dom

esƟ c purposes pursuant to a treaty ; Indigenous 
persons exercising an exisƟ ng right, other than for 
fi shing, for non-com

m
ercial purposes, are exem

pt.)
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Pink O
utline Areas:

• 
Fishery closures for recreaƟ onal and com

m
ercial 

salm
on (August 1-October ϯ1)

Blue O
utline Area (coordinated by ECHO Program

) 
(Large Com

m
ercial Vessel M

easures - Voluntary)
1. Haro Strait and Boundary Pass vessel slow

dow
n trial

Ϯ. Strait of Juan de Fuca inshore lateral displacem
ent trial
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1

M
aƌine SafeƚǇ ƚakeƐ pƌecedence͊

If it is unsafe to com
ply w

ith the rules, vessel operators are exem
pted (i.e., vessels in distress, providing 

assistance to a vessel or person in distress, and avoiding im
m

ediate or unforeseen danger). 
Knoǁ

 befoƌe ǇoƵ go͊ 
Be aw

are of all rules and regulaƟ ons that im
pact vessel m

ovem
ents and acƟ viƟ es.


